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Construction of the Port of Nagoya started at a shallow reeded beach of one
meter or so.The Port of Nagoya overcame mounting criticism of the
uncertainties of such projects, and set out on its voyage. Although situated
between the two metropolises of Tokyo and Osaka to the east and west, the
Port of Nagoya has built up policies and facilities that suit the identity of the
Chubu Region, and steadily increased its value. The history of the Port
called Chikko, or “Port construction” is marked by the foresight and
endeavors of our predecessors.
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History of the Port of Nagoya
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History to date, built on the foresight and endeavors of our predecessors

Today, the Port of Nagoya has grown to lead the maritime transport
industry in Japan. Building on its experience of trade and doors open to the
g world, the Port of Nagoya is now embarking on a new voyage.
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Sister port agreement signed with the Port

of Fremantle.
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Sister port agreement signed with the Port
of Los Angeles.
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First phase construction of the Port of Atsuta started,

but faced difficulties in the form of floods,
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The Nagoya Port
Authority celebrated
its 70th Anniversary. }
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The 3,876-tons Rosetta Maru attracted
well over 100,000 peoples to its
exposition on board.
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In the 1890s, local industries such as pottery, chinaware and textile manufacturing had developed
dramatically due to the opening of railroad trunk lines, including the Tokaido, Kansai and Chuo
lines. These local industries depended on the distant ports of Yokohama, Kobe or Yokkaichi to
export their products, and so local business circles sought the construction of a closer port on
Atsuta Bay. However, these plans met with strong opposition because of the enormous costs of
construction. It was under these circumstances that the first phase of construction started in 1896.
Unlike Yokohama and Kobe, the construction of the Port of Nagoya was not initially subsidized by
the national government. National subsidies did not come until the end of the second phase. The
construction was carried out based on the resolution and efforts of local public and private sectors.
Cooperation between the public and private sectors has served as the driving force for the growth
of the Port of Nagoya. The origin of this cooperation could be seen at the time the Port of Nagoya
came into being.
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Birth of the Nagoya Port Authority
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The Port and Harbor Law came into effect in 1950. It was a revolution in transferring ports’
authoritative bodies from national to local government. At that time the Port of Nagoya’'s
administration duties were carried out by the Aichi prefectural government. Aichi prefecture,
Nagoya city and the assemblies of each then conducted a joint study of the port’'s administrative
scheme. They ultimately came to agreement with the view that the port should be managed in the
most meaningful way with cooperation between the prefectural and municipal governments. This
led to the establishment of the current Nagoya Port Authority. That decision enabled the Port to
stretch its jurisdiction across four cities and one village. Furthermore, the Local Autonomy
Agency of Japan at that time praised the scheme as a groundbreaking model case that would
pave the way for other local governments, and said that they would support the growth of the
Port of Nagoya. This incident showed the advanced thinking and foresight of the Port of Nagoya.
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The history of the Port of Nagoya is in essence a history of dredging. Land reclamation at the port’s
south and west areas starting in the 1950s was an important step for the port to entice the basic
material industries that lead to rapid economic growth. That process determined the industrial
structure not only of the Port of Nagoya but of its hinterland as well. Fishery compensation prior to
reclamation was negotiated over 10 years and finally settled in the autumn of 1964. It included a
wide range of measures such as changes of jobs or trades. Afterward, steel mills, oil refineries,
shipbuilding yards and other heavy industries located in the south of the Port, while light
industries such as lumber mills located in the west areas of the port. Thus, the Port’s zoning for
land utilization was roughly settled. This required the committed efforts and deep understanding
of related parties. It was also a time when individuals had to take a close look at their lives.
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Advent-of.the container age
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In the mid-50s, container vessels appeared in the world of maritime transportation and revolutionized
the field of distribution and logistics. At the advent of full-scale containerization, terminal corporations
were established in the Tokyo-Yokohama and Osaka-Kobe regions and container wharves were built with
financing from the national government. However, this did not happen in the Chubu region. In response,
the Port of Nagoya adopted emergency measures to modify the port plan and develop a wharf for heavy
cargo ships. It received its first call by a container ship at Kinjo Pier. The Nagoya Port Authority and
Japanese shipping lines then set up a joint venture, the “Nagoya Container Berth Co., Ltd.,” marking the
start of the full-fledged container age in Nagoya. This was the first attempt in Japan for management of
a container terminal by a chartered company, and it was an approach that earned high acclaim for the
efficient and flexible operation of terminals. This was a symbolic event in the 100-year history of the
Port of Nagoya, which has made every effort to keep pace with the times by concentrating its expertise
and creating new ways forward.
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